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The same with the steel and iron trades. Why should Belgium and Germany send to India about eight times the amount of steel bars that we send ? Why should the same countries send to India about four times the value of iron bars that we send? In hardware why should Austria send to India seven times as much enamelled ironware as we send?
Or, again, in glass and glassware, why should Austria and Germany supply the bulk of India's needs? Or in matches, why should Japan and Austria send to India about twenty times as much as we send ?
And the same questions might be asked in regard to a large number of other British industries ; and the only possible answer in every case is, that we are hopelessly handicapped by our worship of the fetish of Cobdenism. Formerly, in all these branches of Indian trade we were absolutely pre-eminent; now we are practically nowhere.
The precedent that has been quoted of the results of the establishment of prefer-